Norah Casey Biography
Publishing entrepreneur Norah Casey is owner and CEO of Ireland’s largest magazine publishing companies Harmonia printing over four million magazines annually. Having run many successful publishing companies in London she bought her own business in 2004 with a strong portfolio of brands and events in Ireland the USA and more recently in China. In Ireland she publishes a range of market leading magazines including Irish Tatler, Woman’s Way, U and FOOD&WINE Magazine.  

Normal Short Biog

Norah Casey is CEO (and owner) of Harmonia, Ireland’s largest magazine company printing over four million magazines annually for the Irish, British and US market. Harmonia’s stable includes strong women’s brands: Irish Tatler, U, Woman’s Way and www.ivenus.com; and specialist titles like Food&Wine, Auto Ireland and Ireland of the Welcomes (aimed at the Irish Diaspora with over 80,000 USA-based subscribers). She is a member of the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board, the London-based Women’s Irish Network and The International Women’s Forum.  She was awarded The Veuve Clicquot Business Woman of the Year Award for 2007/8 and has won The Publisher of the Year Award in 2006, 2007 & 2008.

Serial investor Gavin Duffy is one of Ireland’s foremost dealmakers and brand launch experts. He was reared in the hospitality and retail business with his family running pubs, restaurants and shops in Naas,  Dun Laoghaire and Drogheda. Though he was born on a farm outside Naas, Co Kildare, he considers Drogheda, Co Louth as his home town. He now resides, with his wife Orlaith and four children, about five miles outside Drogheda.
By 18 he had set up a local radio station employing 20 people. In 1989 he set up the country's first licensed provincial local radio station, LMFM, after working for some years in RTE presenting various programmes including Ireland's first television business programme, "Marketplace". 

In 2004, LMFM was sold to UTV for €11 million. In 1992 he founded his Media Consultancy business Dorland which owns www.mediatraining.ie. Dorland is the leading consultancy helping Senior Executives to communicate their business messages internally and externally. 

He also successfully invested in a number of companies and start ups. He is part owner of the HRM Group of Companies, one Ireland's biggest players in recruitment.

On series 1 of Dragons’ Den he made four investments, Animatazz, Henparty.ie, PedigreeCattle.ie and Takker.  On series 2 he made a further four investments; Herbie’s Toilet Pipe Cover, Hidbin, TanOrganic and Huggy Bloom.

Animatazz, an animation kit which teaches kids how to make their own animated movie and upload it to YouTube, was Ireland’s number one seller arts and crafts toy in Xmas 2009. For The Global Rights to Animatazz were sold to Drummond Park in late 2009 and it is on sale throughout the UK for Xmas 2010 at Argos, Tesco, ToysRus, Hamleys and Harrods.

HenParty.ie enjoyed a spectacularly successful first year becoming the main website portal for everything to do with Hen Parties. In February it launched in the UK and in late 2010 the site went live in Poland. 

PedigreeCattle.ie has become the number one equipment supplier to owners of show cattle. This is a fantastic import substitution success as all this equipment used to be purchased on-line and by catalogue from the UK. 

Takker, remains a top seller, having been launched in October ’09. The Takker  helps you hang picture in a shot and got great support from Irish DIY chain, Woodies & Atlantic Homecare. 

Herbie Porche’s Toilet Pipe Cover is now in all DIY hardware stores nationwide.

HidBin is a new solution to a big problem. Those ugly wheelie bins in your front garden. This Xmas will see the launch of the HidBin which turns the unsightly into the unseen.

TanOrganic is the sensational hit of series 2. In its first three months, since August 2010, in Pharmacies in Ireland, it has generated over €1m in sales. On top of that in its first six months over 1 million spray applications of TanOrganic were applied in Irish Salons.

All five Dragons invested in Claire & Jen’s Baby and Pregnancy Fair at the RDS back in October which was a major success and runs again in April 2011.

“I am really looking forward to series 3 and hope to make more investments”, says Gavin. He concludes, “It is so exciting working with start-ups and being exposed to new sectors. Also we get great support from Irish Retailers. I was very fortunate in the first two series, all my investments have been successful and some spectacularly so. Hopefully the luck will continue.

Sean Gallagher 

Sean learned from an early age that hard work was the only way to overcome life’s difficulties. Born with congenital cataracts, he was almost blind as a child.  He struggled through his early years until pioneering surgery saved his sight. Then the advice of an encouraging primary school Headmaster was to change his life: "if you can dream it, you can become it”. That advice became his life's mantra. 
At 18 Sean wrote a life plan; to become a farmer, a youth leader, a trainer, a martial artist, a fitness instructor, a political advisor and an entrepreneur. Over the intervening years, he has relentlessly pursued and achieved every one of his goals.

On leaving school, he attended Agricultural College and went on to buy a farm at the age of 21. At 26, having returned to University to become a professional Youth and Community Worker following a serious traffic accident, he was commissioned to develop the Government's first National Alcohol Education Programme for Young People. By 28 he had become full time Political Adviser to the then Minister for Health, Dr. Rory O Hanlon T.D. In 1995 Sean was appointed A/CEO of Louth County Enterprise Board. Over the following 5 years he graduated with an MBA from the University of Ulster at Jordanstown while developing and presenting “start-your-own business” courses to hundreds of budding entrepreneurs. 

In 2000 he left to pilot his own business venture, with business partner Derek Roddy. Two years later they launched Smarthomes, a company specializing in manufacturing and installing cabling and technology solutions into the new build residential market, providing home owners with access to the latest in Communication and Entertainment services.  Soon Smarthomes was to become Ireland largest home technology firm with over 70 staff and a turnover of turnover of €10 million . Sean had succeeded in turning a good idea into an award winning business and in 2006 Sean was a finalist in the Ernst and Young Entrepreneur of the Year awards.

Although Sean recently exited the running of the business, the company is currently embarking on an ambitious plan to enter foreign markets and is active in the energy space where it is currently pioneering technology that will allow home owners set and control their home heating systems from anywhere in the world via either a mobile phone or the internet.

Committed to helping those wishing to set up their own businesses, Sean now spends much of his time presenting and giving motivational talks to aspiring or early stage entrepreneurs. He has spoken to hundreds of groups and is a regular contributor at seminars on success, business and entrepreneurship.

In 2008, Sean was appointed by the Government to the North South trade body, Intertrade Ireland. He is Chair of the Board’s Equity Committee which helps promote early stage seed funds for start up or emerging businesses including the All Island Seedcorn Competition, the HALO Business Angel Network and the Annual Venture Capital Conference.

In 2010 Sean was appointed to the Board of FAS, where, along his Board colleagues, he is helping to reshape and refocus the National Training and Employment Agency. He was also recently appointed as Chair of the Drogheda Port Company which is developing plans for a new deep water Port on the East Coast. 
Although still visually impaired, Sean has always been determined to focus on his ability and not his disability. He is a strong campaigner and advocate for those with Disabilities and is Patron for the Irish Association of Supported Employment (IASE) which promotes employment opportunities for those with Disabilities. He is also a keen supporter and advocate for Sight Savers International, which help fight blindness in developing countries, and the National Council for the Blind (NCBI) and the Irish Guide Dogs organization which provide much needed support to blind and visually impaired people in Ireland.

In an effort to recover from injuries suffered in a car crash in his early twenties, Sean became passionately committed to health and fitness. He became a qualified fitness instructor and massage therapist. Over the past twenty years he has attained first degree black belts in both Judo and Karate. In 2009 he took part in, and won, the RTE Charity Lords of the Ring boxing show raising much needed funds for his chosen charity, the National Council for the Blind.

As an entrepreneur Sean knows from experience the many joys and challenges of setting up and growing a successful business in Ireland. He believes that Irish Entrepreneurs are vital to the creation of jobs and the recovery of the National Economy and he is absolutely certain that, despite the changing nature of our economy, Ireland continues to offer endless and exciting opportunities for those courageous enough to pursue their dreams. He echoes the words of his old primary teacher “If you can dream it you can become it”.
Bobby Kerr Biography

Bobby Kerr, a well known business man and the Chairman of Insomnia has many different business interests in the hotel, restaurant, and food sectors.

From a young age, Bobby got the business bug while helping his father run the 4 star Newpark Hotel  in Kilkenny. At 16 he was introduced to the hotel kitchen where he sweated his way through two summers, learning some of the favourite game dishes that he still cooks today.

A career in catering followed, when he landed his very first job at AIB catering in Ballsbridge. He was soon travelling the globe, working as a chef on oil rigs in the North Sea and then onto Canada where he gained vast experience in stadium catering. He went on to co-ordinate catering for the 1 million people at the pope’s visit to Canada in 1985.

He returned to Ireland in the mid 80’s where he spent 13 years with the Campbell Bewley Group,   first at Campbell Catering in Cork and later at Bewley’s Oriental Cafes. As Managing Director of Bewley’s Oriental Cafe, Bewley’s Franchising and Bewley’s Bakery, he oversaw 30 Bewley’s Cafes and bakeries with a turnover of €40 million. He was responsible for the overseas development of the Bewley’s brand in the UK, USA and Japan. In 1999, Bobby set up PERK coffee shops in Dublin, before selling the brand to Insomnia. Bobby reinvested all the proceeds of the PERK sale back into Insomnia and became a shareholder and CEO. Since 2004, he has led the expansion of the business from 17 to 50 shops and increased turnover from €5 to €13 million. In March 2010, he changed his role from CEO of Insomnia to Chairman to allow him to concentrate on his ever growing portfolio of business.

He became a dragon in 2008 and has made 8 investments over the first two series of the show.

In April 2010, he, along with two partners purchased Bang Cafe on Merrion Row. This highly successful restaurant, where Bobby can be seen walking the floor has gone from strength to strength. 

Bobby’s latest challenge will be to present the Down to Business radio show  on NewsTalk beginning in October 2010. This lively positive business and lifestyle show will be aired at 10 – 11am every Sunday morning.

A keen sailor, Bobby lives with his wife Mary and four daughters in Sandycove, Co. Dublin.  

Niall O’Farrell

Niall O’Farrell is one of Ireland’s most successful entrepreneurs. He founded the Blacktie formalwear chain in 1985 and his business interests now include property development and investment in Ireland and central London as well as other retail interests and investments in the food and drinks distribution business.
Niall became a Dragon in 2008 and has made investments in both series 1 and 2.  So far, to date, he has invested in the below businesses.
Buttons Niall invested in the goldsmith Elaine-Sarah Comerford and helped turn this luxury jewellery brand into Button & Co Goldsmiths whose collection is available in 20 of the top jewellery stores throughout Ireland.

Karen Morgan Ceramics Niall also invested in Karen Morgan whose luxury brand of handcrafted porcelain ceramics is now available with the Kilkenny Group.

Dee’s Burgers More recently Niall has invested in Dee’s Burgers, Eat Well be Happy  range of Organic veggie burger, which is now available in all supermarkets throughout Ireland, and is now being launched in the U K market.

Beal Organic Cheese He is also in  partnership with Kate Carmody of Beal Organic whole milk cheddar cheese in County Kerry.

Niall has been building his property portfolio since the age of 22. He has many landmark buildings in London and Ireland.  He is in demand as a speaker at conferences about business and is outspoken in his support for the reintroduction of government-backed training schemes.

Niall also enjoys sports including skiing , golf, clay shooting and fishing.
